
WHPS/MAMGA Sun Prairie Garden Tour – June 27, 2019, 4:00-8:00 PM 

Bendt and Cunningham gardens are next door to each other and accessible through a path.

Lynne and Tom Bendt – 3085 Bruin Rd, Sun Prairie
We live in the woods and started with creating gardens around the house, then continued with gardens 
bordering the woods. The gardens are full of native forest plants, a variety of hostas and ferns and 
shade-loving perennials along with water fountains and several pots of annuals spread throughout the 
yard.  We took a pond-building class and built our pond with waterfalls next to our gazebo, where we can
sit and enjoy the sound of the water and the beautiful scenery.  When walking through our gardens you 
find out that you can have lots of color in the woods.

Cindi and Mike Cunningham – 7042 Fawn Lane, Sun Prairie

We have tried to create a deep woods garden with a Japanese influence.  There are multiple 
pathways with hostas and other shade-loving perennials with accent plantings of annuals. Also 
included is a multiple-stream water feature and several bubbling fountains.  Moss gardens and 
ferns add their own texture to the layout.  There is also an interesting display of textures, greens
and bright accents of annuals in containers.

Lynn and Greg Belanger – 7300 Wilburn Rd, Sun Prairie
Our home is the grey ranch on the east side of the road. Some GPS navigation programs will 
take you to our detached garage (our house is the first house north of the garage)  Feel free to 
park on both sides of the road along the mowed areas. The shoulder may have slope, so please 
take care not to get stuck! Keep two car wheels on the road
Greg and I love the outdoors and in 2000, we purchased our rural home on twenty acres 
surrounded by farms, remnant woods, wetlands and nature.  We have worked to create a 
garden and habitat to attract birds, insects, toads, frogs and all animals.  Our property favorites 
include otters, turtles, star nosed moles, hawks, snipe and owls.  We have successfully identified
100+ species of birds.  

About one third of an acre of garden plantings surround our home and  contain a blend of 
more than 350 different perennials, conifers, deciduous plantings and incorporated 
natives.   

Our side garden is a collection of shade and woodland plants under mature oak trees.  In our 
backyard we constructed a waterfall which cascades into a 4,000 gallon koi pond with rocks we 
collected from the property. 

Informal walkways  weave through several additional gardens with mixed plantings and 
excellent bird watching.  Six raised vegetable garden beds were constructed by Greg.  You will 
also see his wood working creations throughout the gardens which include a double arbor, 
outdoor furniture, trellis’s, birdhouses, feeders, shed, bridge, pier and more.  I design and plant 



the garden beds, make all the paths, hypertufa troughs, cast concrete leaves, cement items and 
add whimsical outdoor décor.
Additional areas include two acres wet-mesic prairie.   Greg and I restored an old field pasture 
with a grass forb seed mix of different native species.  Bottle gentian, lobelias, Culver’s root,  
rattlesnake master and red milkweed are some of our favorites.  You are also welcome to enjoy 
two miles of walking trails which connect to four acres of woods (oak, walnut and pine.)  a ¾ 
acre spring fed stocked fish pond and nature areas. Our property collectively has over 100 
natives. 
Wear sturdy comfortable foot ware (preferably water resistant)  for walking the trails.

Sun Prairie Community Gardens – 1340 Linnerud Dr, Sun Prairie
The community garden is located at 1340 Linnerud Drive next to the Sun Prairie Public Library. 
The site is leased to Sun Prairie Community Garden Organization from the City of Sun Prairie 
and is divided into 143 plots that are available for rent to people who reside within the city 
limits, reside within the city school district, or work within the city limits. 

The goal of SPCGO is to provide gardening opportunities for those who desire to rent space 
where they may grow vegetables for home use only, in an open and welcoming community 
environment. 

Vegetable plots are 18' x 24' and returning gardeners typically rent the same plot year after 
year. Flower plots are available for free and surround three sides of the gardens. The gardening 
season runs from May 1 through about October 15, when the last produce is harvested, all 
fences are cleared off, and the whole area is plowed under. Garden tillers, hand tools, water and
compost are provided free of charge. A raspberry patch and some rhubarb plants have been 
planted in separate areas near the garden plots. A pollinator garden is maintained along the 
path leading from the gardens to the Sun Prairie Public Library.

Oakwood Village Prairie Ridge – 5565 Tancho Dr, Madison
(see Chris Neumann’s article about this garden in the April 2019 WHPS Newsletter)

As Lead Horticulturist at Oakwood Village Prairie Ridge, I’ve found that I really have only two main duties
- to provide opportunities for residents, visitors and staff to find beauty in our landscape, and to provide 
residents with opportunities to get their hands in the dirt.

OVPR is a non-profit continuing care retirement community on Madison’s border with Sun Prairie. 
Residents enjoy a 17 acre campus landscaped with parkland, gardens, ponds and prairie, as well 
as community garden plots which they can plant as they wish.  Every building is ringed with mixed 
perennial, ornamental grass and shrub beds, creating over a mile of sun, part-sun and shade gardens.  In 
addition to these perennial gardens, we plant thousands of annuals, tropicals, and spring bulbs each year
for seasonal displays. The prairie restorations, with their over 60 species of native wildflowers and 



grasses, give residents a glimpse into the original landscape after which the campus is named, and 
provide a haven for birds, butterflies, and pollinators.
 
We are finishing a major campus expansion that will add over half again the total garden area. Hopefully,
the landscaping will be finished by the time of the tour. If it is, we can show off our new roof garden on 
the plaza built over the underground parking for the new independent living buildings. Roof gardening is 
a new venture for us and we look forward to sharing this experience.


