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In September, my sister Patricia and I had the good fortune to be 
visiting Quebec City while it was hosting Mosaïcultures. This vast, 
magnificent display of plant-covered sculptures is based on the 
theme:  Once Upon a Time . . . Earth—“a hymn to the beauty of 
life on this planet.”  
 
Mosaïcultures has been staged in other areas of Ontario and  
usually takes two to three years to prepare. The exhibit in Quebec 
City was completed in just one and a half years, rushed by the  
Provincial Governor who said that Canadians, having suffered 
through the pandemic, needed something for their souls. It 
opened in March 2022 and closed at the end of October.   
 
The life-size sculptures are grouped into 20 tableaus. Each  
tableau and many individual sculptures are accompanied by 
legends that describe threats to species and the environment 
caused by global warming and unsustainable practices. Many 
legends include Native myths pertinent to the animals being 
depicted  
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The wire-based sculptures are covered by 20 varieties of 
Alternanthera (joyweed) and succulents, especially   
sedum. Plants are watered through an intricate, hidden 
irrigation system. A sizeable team of workers keeps the 
sculptures trimmed and the areas weed-free.   



 

 

Mosaïcultures is an imaginative, breathtaking tribute to 

the natural world.  


