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I attended the Midwest Regional MGV Conference held at the Chula Vista Resort in the
Wisconsin Dells, September 14-17.   More info about the conference can be found at
the  link  above.   Thursday consisted  of  3  options for  all-day bus tours.  Luckily,  the
weather was perfect!  The tour I chose was called Hidden Gems.  We started off with a
garden tour in a rural setting at the home of one of the local MGVs. There were multiple
themed planting beds as well as beautiful vegetable gardens still filled with raspberries
and eggplants.  Some things that were interesting to me, being somewhat of a newbie
(2013), included the use of peas as a cover crop in the raised bed vegetable gardens.
Her method for keeping deer from eating the hostas was to plant Japanese ferns next to
them.  Sure enough, the hostas next to the ferns were untouched but those 5 feet away
were decimated!  To keep the deer out of the flower beds, she found that lambs ear and
catmint were effective.  Not sure these are researched based methods, but, as we say,
if it works, go with it.  Another interesting but unfortunate thing to see was the complete
defoliation of a giant oak as a result of oak wilt.  The nearby oaks were also declining
probably due to the root grafts.  Some the other local MGVs were there to provide some
educational materials as well as hand out bagels with cream cheese mixed with herbs
from the garden – yum.  Lastly, a neighbor, who is a beekeeper, spoke to us about his
trade.

Next we moved on to Nelson and Pade, Inc. in Motello.  Here we had an extremely
interesting  tour  of  their  aquaponics  facility  where  they  grow  tillapia  which  provide
nutrients for raised beds of vegetables, fruits, berries, and herbs.  The plants help to
purify the water for the fish.  The fish are also harvested.  The patented system they
developed and sell has dramatically advanced the aquaponics industry with increased
food production and nearly zero waste output.  Their systems are used throughout the
world.  In  addition,  they offer  Aquaponics  Master  Classes  and  partner  with  the  UW
Stevens Point which conducts additional research studies at their facility.  If you are in
the area, think about checking out their tour.  
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After lunch, we moved on to the UW Hancock Ag Research station.  Here we boarded a
wagon for a tour of the potato and vegetable research fields.  Next we visited the potato
grading facility but the noise level there made it difficult hear what was being said.  Then
on to the storage facility and lastly, the lab where the starch and sugar content of the
potatoes is evaluated to determine when they are ready for harvest.  We were then
allowed to fill up a bag with the potato rejects for our own use!  Good enough for me!





A short distance from the Research Station, we toured the multi-themed display gardens
maintained by the local MGVs. 

The evening was capped off by dinner back at Chula Vista and a keynote presentation
by Jerry Apps entitled “Whispers & Shadows- Listening to the Land”

Friday morning started off with a keynote lecture by Stanley Temple entitled “Threatened
Species,  Private  Lands  and  Aldo  Leopold’s  Land  Ethic”.   Some  points  that  were
interesting to me were the importance of private land conservation since 73% of land in
the  US  is  private,  88%  of  precipitation  falls  on  private  land,  40%  of  US
threatened/endangered species are found only on private land, and each year the US
loses 2 million acres of private land to development.  The majority of habitat suitable for
Monarch  butterflies  is  on  private  land.   There  are  many  opportunities  to  increase
Monarch  habitat:  landscape  with  native  wildflowers,  allow edges  of  farm fields  and
fallow land to grow native plants; there are 8500 square miles of highway right-of-ways
available  in  the  monarch  corridor  that  could  have  modified  plantings  and  mowing
practices; railroad have 50-100 foot wide right-of-ways; pipeline corridors are 50 feet
wide;  transmission  line  right-of-ways  are  250  feet  wide.
http://www.monarchjointventure.org  The  use  of  biotechnology for  conservation  is  a
growing field.  Resistance genes for Dutch Elm disease have been introduced into the
American Elm.  A thought provoking question from the audience asked if glyphosate
resistance could be introduced into milkweed!

The remainder of Friday was filled with educational sessions – each of the 3 time slots
offering a choice of 6 topics.  I will share a few tidbits that may be of interest.  In the
session  “Making  your  garden  and  landscape  sustainable”,  some  web  sites  were
mentioned  that  you  may  want  to  check  out:  http://landscapeforlife.org,
http://www.pollinator.org, http://www.mipn.org.
In  the  session  “Making  Gardening  and  Landscaping  Easier”,  I  learned  that  having
mowing strips next to vertical objects in the lawn can minimize string trimming.  Edging
is meant to keep grass out, not to keep mulch in!  Edging should be 6 inches deep and
the widest diameter of the bead at the top of the heavy duty edging should be just below
the level  of  the  soil  to  keep it  from heaving  with  freeze/thaws.   As  mowing  height
decreases, grass root depth decreases and maintenance increases!  Some weed seeds
have the potential to last over 17 years in the soil – Yikes!

In  addition  to  the  many educational  session,  there  was  a  vendor  area  as  well  as
numerous items available for silent auction.

Saturday morning included one educational session (choice of 5 topics) followed by the
Cap-note speech by Mike Maddox.  Mike outlined some future objectives/directions for
the MGV program.  These include:

-Tell a different story (what is the value of the MGV program to the public?)
-Rethink education
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-Expand our research
-Recruit new people (make young people aware of our work even if they don’t

have time to be involved until later) 

I thoroughly enjoyed the regional conference as well as the last two state conferences I
attended (Appleton in 2014 and La Crosse in 2015) since becoming an MGV in 2013.  I
would encourage everyone to give it a try sometime if you can.


