
WHPS/MAMGA Middleton Garden Tour – July 16, 2019 – 4:00-8:00 PM
 

Ken and Jean Nordlund – 1030 Middleton St., Madison  (this if off Gammon Rd and does not connect 
with the Middleton St in Middleton)

We moved to this house in Madison in 1989. Please note…Madison! While we live at 1030 Middleton 
Street and the other gardens open today are in Middleton, you cannot get here following Middleton 
Street from Middleton!!! You will need to head over to Park Street which becomes Gammon Road in 
Madison, where you can find Middleton Street and us!

In I989, I could distinguish a petunia from a pine tree, but little else. We had moved into a new spec 
house and the developer had placed a sod lawn in the front, planted a couple of saplings and a half 
dozen geraniums, and scattered some weed seed in the back. And I needed a hobby! That first year, I 
happened across a book by Oehme & Van Sweden called “The New American Garden” and I was hooked.
So many varieties of Miscanthus and so little space! Our lot was all full-sun in those days, but the 
saplings have grown, shade has emerged, and the gardens have developed.

I think about our lot as consisting of seven gardens. They emphasize grasses and sedges, but utilize many
flowering perennials selected to stretch the season. The front of the house features a collection of 
ornamental evergreen trees. The pathway around the east side features golden Hakonechloa grasses and
an arbor vitae hedge. In the sunnier southwest side is the “Bling Prairie” that emulates a prairie look 
with very few true prairie plants…single-flower dahlias, for example. To the west is “Chichimecha 
Paradise” in which a vegetable garden is protected by a rabbit-proof fence and is hidden by Carex 
muskigumensis, Japanese anemone, Pinky Winky hydrangea, and others. More and more native plants 
are blended into each of the gardens each year. Behind our lot is a community property where neighbors
and I are trying our hands at restoring a 3-acre prairie. Please venture across the city border into 
Madison and visit us.

Betsy True and Danny Aerts – 4785 Toepfer Rd, Middleton

The Functional Yard: Betsy True and Danny Aerts
We have a one-acre yard in the Town of Middleton that we have been gradually improving with garden, 
orchard and woodland settings. A large fenced vegetable garden occupies the main center; I am serious 
about vegetables, using raised beds, rotation, elevated bins and containers. Pears, quince, espaliered 
apples and various small fruits are distributed around. There are chickens at one end of the yard and 
bees at the other. A prairie covers the side yard, a pond lies just off the sun porch on the other side; 
there are many diverse micro-environments. We landscape with an eye for insect nutrition and habitat, 
extended bloom for the bees, habitat for small animals and edibles for the house. It’s a work in progress 
and a joy to keep improving and trying new things.

Linda and Bruce Christensen – 5409 Aster Ct, Middleton
We moved to our present location in 1982, but it was several years later before we began the journey to 
transform a grass lawn into a more enjoyable living space.  The garden design, maintenance and work 
required for the transformation was done entirely by us, with the exception of three water features that 



were designed with the help of our friend Scott (Scott Gear Designs).  Our garden is best defined as plant
centric and bird and insect friendly, with sweeping mixes of perennials, grasses, annuals, shrubs and 
specialty trees.  The front and side gardens receive lots of sun and contain a cottage garden, mixed 
borders, a small bird attracting pondless stream, numerous container plantings and large beds of 
annuals.  Linda starts the majority of annuals from seed in February and March and numerous coleus 
cultivars have been continuously cultured from cuttings for many years. The back yard shade gardens 
provide a cool retreat with a waterfall-fed, moss-covered koi pond, woodland paths and an abundance of
mixed foliage “greens” enhanced by flowering perennials, shrubs, trees and annuals.  Container plantings
can be found on patios and throughout the garden.  The loss of several large spruce in 2017 changed the 
sun/shade landscape somewhat but also spurred the creation of a 90’ stream that meanders through the
garden.  Although the birds loved it immediately, this new water feature should have nicely “settled in” 
for your visit this summer.

Conrad and Mary Wrzesinski - 3010 Elm Lane, Middleton  (note parking info at end)

The garden of Conrad and Mary Wrzesinski may best be described as eclectic.  The 340 varieties of 
daylilies, which represent the introductions of over 125 hybridizers provide the garden with panoply of 
color, flower, form and fragrance.  Interspersed among the daylilies are perennials including peonies, 
coral bells (Heuchera), true lilies (Ilium), cone flowers (Echinacea) Pulmonaria, Hellebores, and Sedum.  
Shaded areas of the garden include a variety of Hosta and an assortment of woodland plants.  

Strategically placed around the gardens are stone benches salvaged during the demolition of the old 
Edgewood Dominican Sisters’ Convent.  Each one beckons to sit and take in the garden and perhaps take 
a selfie to capture the moment.  A large boulder resting on the top of the rock sculpture was unearthed 
during construction of the foundation of the house draws the eye to the surrounding.  A specimen of the
paper bark maple (Acer griseum) and a weeping larch (Larix decidua var. polonica) provide other inviting 
focal points in the garden. 

The sand stone bench near the front door of the house was formally the lintel over an entrance to a 
concealed chamber that was salvaged from Mapleside, the residence of Abel Dunning, which was built in
1853.  Prior to the Civil War Mapleside served as station on the Underground.  The concealed chamber 
housed escaped slaves. 

Normally there is no parking on both sides of Elm Lane.  The Middleton Police Department has granted a 
dispensation so visitors to the garden may park on the same side of the street as they turn off county M 
(Century Avenue) onto Elm Lane.  Parking is also available along Mendota Drive at the End of Elm Lane.


