
2019 CANDIDATES FOR THE MAMGA BOARD

One of the important activities that will take place at the MAMGA Annual Meeting on March 
30th will be the election of new board members. This year we have 6 candidates to fill 5 board 
positions. Below is a statement from each candidate about their history in gardening and what 
they hope to be able to bring to the board.

MARY COLLET
My passion for gardening led me to enroll in master gardener training 10 
years ago, attracted by the opportunity to expand my knowledge about 
plants. Since then, I have greatly enjoyed the opportunity to contribute to 
community gardening efforts. I served as lead gardener for the 
Schumacher Farm Park heirloom vegetable garden for 4 years and wrote 
master garden profiles for the MAMGA newsletter for 2 years. I currently 
maintain the rain garden at Pope Farm Conservancy and serve on the 
UWEX Speakers Bureau. My shady garden at home is devoted to 
perennials, though I do have a small raised vegetable bed in the sunniest 

spot. If I am chosen to serve on the MAMGA Board, I am particularly interested in community 
gardening. 

ART DESMET
More time for gardening has been one of the many joys coming with 
retirement.  I started my retirement gardening as a volunteer gardener at 
Olbrich before becoming more involved with Extension and MAMGA.   
Since my MGV training at the Dane County Extension in 2013, I have been 
a member of MAMGA and active as a Plant Health Advisor.  After PHA 
training, I have helped staff the Horticulture Helpline and the Ask A 
Master Gardener table at the West Farmer’s Market as well as given talks 
for the Extension Speaker’s Bureau.  

This past summer I “adopted” a garden at the West Madison Agricultural Research 
Station.  For my own garden beds, I did most of the plantings and was familiar with what came 
up when and where.  It was a real surprise seeing the unpredictable placement of plants at the 
Ag Station garden.  There were short plants behind tall ones and large plants growing into the 
crowns of others.  Now that I know what’s where, I’ll have a busy summer moving and dividing 
plants.

For the past four years I have been on the MAMGA Board and served as Treasurer.  I 
have enjoyed that time working with the Board members.  If I am re-elected, I would be glad to 
continue as Treasurer.

B’ANN GABELT
Hello!  My name is B’Ann Gabelt.  I have been a MGV since 2013, 
graduating from the UW Extension Dane County program.  I discovered 
the program by chance after reading an article about an acquaintance 
who mentioned the MGV program as an activity.  Since I was about to 



retire from 30+ years in ophthalmology research, I was looking for something to get me outside 
and more involved in the community.  I did not come into the program with much of a 
background in horticulture aside from the usual house plants and perennial borders.  Luckily, I 
entered the program before the interview process was in place!  However, I was eager to learn 
and have tried to engage in a variety of volunteer activities to broaden my knowledge base.  

After completing the PHA training in 2013, I have been a regular at the horticulture 
helpline where I especially like being able to look up information if I don’t know the answer off 
the top of my head.  I also am a co-leader at the Fitchburg Farmer’s market Ask-a-Master-
Gardener table where I am challenged to answer questions and provide educational resources 
to the public.  Other volunteer activities include gardening type activities at Allen Centennial 
Garden on the UW campus, MOM food pantry garden, the Arboretum Native Plant garden, and 
the MAMGA prairie restoration project.  Last year and this year I am starting native plants, using
the winter-sowing technique, which are for school and community projects.  All of these 
provide varied horticultural educational experiences as well.  I have attended 4 of the state 
WIMGA conferences and plan to attend the international conference in PA in 2019.  I have also 
gone on the Costa Rica and New Zealand trips advertised in the WIMGA newsletter.

As a member of the MAMGA Program Committee for the last several years I have 
contributed ideas and have arranged some of the educational opportunities I hope many of you 
have taken advantage of.  

I enjoy experimenting with some of the things I have learned such as lasagna gardening, 
replacing part of my lawn with no-mow grass, incorporating more native plants and shrubs into 
my landscape, utilizing floating row covers for pest management, and creating a rock 
garden/hypertufa area.

I feel that I now have enough relevant background to contribute to the MAMGA board if 
elected.

LUKE MARTZ
Hello, my name is Luke Martz. I am 2018 graduate of the UW 

Master Gardener Program. My passion for plants and botany started in 
high school while participating in the nursery landscape competition with 
the FFA. After high school, I remained involved with the FFA by advising 
and mentoring several nursery landscaping and floriculture national 
teams. I graduated from Iowa State University with a bachelor’s in political
science, but my love of plants could not be ignored and took as many 
horticulture classes as my electives would allow. I am passionate about 
sharing my knowledge of plants and gardening with others. I have 

joined the speaker's bureau and plan to continue volunteering at farmers markets 
answering questions from the public. I also volunteer at St Stephens Lutheran Church 
in Monona. I have a special interest in woody landscape plans and perennials. I am guilty of 
occasionally having a glass of wine and browsing one or more of Michael Dirr's colossal tomes in
the evening after the kids go to bed.
Outside of gardening, I am a father and husband. I enjoy kayaking and sit on the American 
Canoe Association Board for Wisconsin. I am a certified private pilot and cheese enthusiast. 



When time and money allow, my wife and I love to travel. I'm also the proud father to a Wire-
Haired Pointing Griffon named Luther. 

It is my pleasure to serve on the MAMGA board in 2019. I'm looking forward to learning 
more about how the board works and helping my board colleagues build on their past 
successes. We should strive to maintain a productive dialogue with Dane county master 
gardeners so that we can ensure MAMGA is reflective of their needs and goals as we all 
endeavor to improve our community and connect with people.

PERCY MATHER
I am running for third term on the MAMGA Board.  
Becoming a master gardener volunteer and remaining active in MAMGA 
have been major sources of joy for me since 2012, when I first became an 
MGV.  As of December 2018, I've maintained my certification and have 
donated more than 1000 hours.

My interest in gardening goes back to my childhood, growing up on
a small dairy farm in central Wisconsin where I spent many hours bent 
over, weeding and picking strawberries, cucumbers, beans, and other 
vegetables.  Currently, I'm interested in growing small fruits, foraging wild 

edibles, removing invasive plants, plant propagation and increasing public plantings of edibles.  I
volunteer at a community garden and four public greenspaces.
MAMGA has made some major changes in its focus and funding while still maintaining its 
mission as well as coordinating with the state's master gardener program.  

I've helped MAMGA by updating its website, producing its newsletter, and working on its
signature project, prairie and pollinator plantings at the Lussier Family Heritage Center.  I see 
MAMGA's continuing challenges to be member retention, fundraising, increasing our visibility 
within the community, and working cooperatively with other gardening resources in the 
community.

I'd like to remain on the Board in order to train more members to produce the 
newsletter and update the website.  MAMGA could support more projects through its grant 
program if more funding were available.

LORI NELSON
My name is Lori Nelsen.  I graduated from the master gardener program in
2013 and joined the MAMGA board during 2014, as an alternate board 
member. I live on the west side of Madison with my significant other, Bob. 
I currently work at a small contract research lab in Middleton, as a quality 
control reviewer.  During my free time, I enjoy spending time with 
friends/family and playing Ultimate Frisbee.  In the past year or two, I 
recently discovered the joys of snowshoeing and biking. I am also trying to
improve my cooking skills, which tends to be hit or miss. 

This is my first experience writing an autobiographical sketch, 
which meant I needed to do a quick google search to learn that I should focus on one area of my
life to talk about. Because my audience is members of the Madison Area Gardeners Association,



I felt it most suitable to share a little about my gardening experience, which is still pretty 
minimal.
Growing up, my gardening experiences were limited to helping my mom plant marigolds along 
the driveway and dusting the artificial flowers that were found throughout our house.    I knew 
that gardens existed; my grandpa always had a large garden (along with an apple tree, a 
raspberry bush, and grapes growing up the fence and trellises outlining the garden), but I was 
never around when any of the gardening work occurred. The garden was basically just another 
ornament in the yard, on the way to visit my grandparents.

My first adult experience with gardening came when we bought our house in the spring, 
five years ago.  The previous owners had left us a small wooden framed garden area, planted 
perennials, and a yard full of weeds. I planted a few annuals in the garden area, and set out on 
my first garden season of learning about home ownership and gardening.  I discovered such 
plants as hostas, bleeding hearts, and peonies, which I have since learned are common.  That 
first spring, I saw my first wild rabbit and encouraged Bob to leave it in peace and not scare it 
away. I would later come to regret that decision.

The next spring, we decided to go with a lawn service to clear the yard of weeds, and to 
bring life back into the yard. That was the summer we also resolved to try vegetable gardening. I
decided to go with container gardening because I did not want my food growing near pesticides.
We planted the basics; tomatoes, cucumbers, peppers, and zucchini. During that summer, the 
UW west side display gardens had garden walks, and I participated frequently. By the end of 
that summer, my garden was a prime example of diseases and insect invasion. I was most 
disheartened when I had lost my zucchini to the squash borer bug. Bob’s biggest 
disappointment that summer was when our cucumbers came out looking like bowling pins and 
did not taste well.

Since that first summer, I have expanded my gardening to include more containers, and 
more different types of plants (including herbs). I still continue to make mistakes and learn new 
things, but that’s what makes gardening enriching. My house now has live plants, and my desk 
at work is nicknamed the jungle, thanks to my ever-populating spider plants. 


