
The Extension Express

From Lisa Johnson, Dane County UWEX Horticulture Educator

Teaching Garden: MGV Karen Allenstein, worked with MGV Marc Nielsen to write a grant funded by the 

Alliant Energy Foundation for an interpretative sign for the Welcome Garden earlier in the year. The new sign 
was installed at the end of November. The sign includes a map of the garden areas, articulates the purpose 
of the garden and provides a link to the educational blog. Steve Allenstein (Karen’s husband), a landscape 
architect, donated his time and considerable talent to design the sign. The sign is a culmination of many 
months worth of consultation with Steve, MGVs, the sign company, Extension and Parks staff led by Karen. 
Karen’s leadership on this project was phenomenal. Every detail was tracked, every decision discussed with 
multiple volunteers and staff, from colors to placement in the garden. The sign is designed to be updated so it 
can be changed as new features are added to the garden. The new sign has brought not only important 
information for garden users, but also a professional quality and visual anchor to the garden. We thank Karen,
Marc, Steve and the other volunteers who made this project happen. The sign will be used and appreciated 
for many years to come.



Marc Nielsen, Karen Allenstein and Joan Boll with the new Welcome Garden sign

Programming Potpourri: We are now headed into the winter season. Our annual green industry short 
course (the Winter Seminar Series) will be on Fridays instead of Thursdays this year, but will still run 8:45 
to noon in January. MGVs are welcome to attend. To register and pay online, visit 
https://2018winterseminarseries.eventbrite.com . You can also access the brochure at the Dane County
UWEX website to print out, and pay by check. Visit http://dane.uwex.edu under the ‘Horticulture’ tab to 
view and print out the brochure. Continuing education credits are available. Here’s the speaker line-up:

January 5 
8:45-10:15 AM Flowering Shrubs for All Seasons– David G. Stevens, Curator- Longenecker Horticultural 
Gardens will present highlights from the U.W. Madison Arboretum’s collection of flowering shrubs can 
add color and interest throughout the growing season and beyond

10:30 AM-12:00 PM Jumping Worm Update: Bernie Williams, worm biologist at the Wisconsin DNR will 
give us an update on the latest research on jumping worms.

January 12
8:45-10:15 AM Galls and Scales on Trees and Shrubs: PJ Liesch of the Insect Diagnostic Lab will speak on 

https://2018winterseminarseries.eventbrite.com/
http://dane.uwex.edu/


galls and tree scales that are commonly found in landscape situations and how to manage them. 
10:30 AM-12:00 PM: Singing In the Rain: Trees and Shrubs That That Love Poor Drainage: Dr. Laura Jull 
will discuss tree and shrub species that tolerate poor drainage as well as some that are tolerant of actual 
flooding. 
 
January 19
8:45-10:15 AM: Commonly Misdiagnosed Diseases (and what they really are): Brian Hudelson of the 
Plant Disease Diagnostic Clinic will cover  these oft-encountered maladies that are easily mistaken for 
other conditions.

10:30 AM-12:00 PM: IPM in Landscape Management: Dr. Chris Williamson will present some techniques
and protocols to use to incorporate IPM into landscape management.
 
January 26
8:45-10:15 AM Climate Change Impacts on Forestry: Leslie Brandt of the Northern institute of Applied 
Climate Science will present a webinar on how to mitigate climate change impacts on urban forestry 
practices.

10:30 AM -12:00 PM Is Glyphosate That Bad? Managing Weeds in the Landscape: Weed and Invasive 
Plant Specialist Mark Renz will address the glyphosate controversy and weed management issues.
 


