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A new prairie seedling nursery area has been prepared at the west end of the Teaching Garden by the bike racks, to
the left of the back door. MGV Jane Graham, in 
coordination with Lars Higden of Dane County Parks is 
designing the area to accommodate the production of 
seedlings that will be grown from prairie seed Jane and 
MGVs collected in the Demonstration Prairie or at Parks 
prairies. Funding is being sought for several seed bed 
structures for the area. The seedlings will be planted at 
various Dane County Parks. Jane grew over 150 sedges 
from seed at her house, and these seedlings she 
donated and planted into the Demonstration Prairie, 
Rain Garden, and Naturalistic Garden. MGV Janis 
Noonan donated augers that were attached to electric 
drills that MGVs (including Janis and Jane) used to make
holes for planting the sedges. This speeded up the 
planting process considerably.  Jane also coordinated 
with Parks for a controlled burn in the Demonstration 
Prairie. This is the second year the prairie has been 
burned and the transformation is remarkable! Weeds 
have been in large part eliminated, and the prairie 
plants have been stimulated to an amazing degree. The 
Demonstration Prairie is a stunning little gem. The 
Demonstration Prairie is being expanded to the sidewalk
edge to eliminate the need to mow the grass strip. The 
new area was planted with seeds this fall.  Seven flats of
prairie plants (Wholesale prices! Whoo-hoo!) have been
ordered  next year to round out the planting in the area.

Promotional materials for the Teaching Garden were developed 
this year and they are beautiful! MGV Karen Allenstein developed 
the blog for the Teaching Garden website 
https://dane.uwex.edu/horticulture/teaching-garden/ . It has links 
to a landing page for each of the 12 gardens, and a list of the plants
in each garden, as well as an explanatory paragraph about each 
garden and a list of current MGV team members. This can all be 
accessed through the QR code on the label of each perennial and 
woody plant in the garden as well as through the Dane County 
UWEX website. Daniella Echeverria, Karen Allenstein and the 
Promotions Committee created the 2-sided handout (left) that 
promotes the Garden, encourages readers to visit the Garden and  
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