
P.A.I.D Program Partnership with Mellowhood Foundation 

 

Many youth in Madison live in under-resourced neighborhoods that face challenges of 

poverty, gang violence, and lack of economic opportunities. As a response, Dane County UW-

Extension Horticulture Program  has fostered a organizational partnership with a local non-

profit, the Mellowhood Foundation, with the goal to raise the quality of life of youth in 

underserved communities by increasing family involvement, improving educational 

opportunities, and guiding youth to recognize their self-worth and become a positive influence in 

society. 

Since 2014, Dane County UW-Extension has worked closely with Mellowhood 

Foundation director, Tutankhuman (Coach) Assad, to found and coordinate  the P.A.I.D. 

Program to provide local youth (ages 11-16) with job skills training and summer employment to 

become engaged, productive citizens.  The youth are responsible for the care of large garden 

plots to grow food for neighborhood residents, maintenance of  community garden green spaces, 

hosting neighborhood events, receive nutrition education,  and have even begun to start a micro-

enterprise with value-added food products.  

During a 2017 program evaluation,  multiple youth stated that they learned financial 

management,  job  skills, inspiration to show leadership, and valued the feeling of respect they 

gained from participating.  Most of all, youth participants described how the program provided 

them with a safe, supportive learning environment that prevented them from getting into trouble 

during the summer months afterschool times.  

Mellowhood director, Coach Assad,  stated that “UW-Extension exhibits an honest and 

conscientious effort  to address the factors that keep minorities communities in a constant state of 

struggle. Their sincere desire to roll up their sleeves and engage in the task of being community 

change agents was refreshing given the usual standard of neighborhood engagement from 

outside. With UW-Extension’s help, we hold all participants [in the P.A.I.D. Program] to the 

highest achievable standards of conduct in both their public and private lives. Our goal is to 

insure that that they conduct themselves in a manner that honors the program, the community, 

their families and themselves at all times. By doing this, we are changing the mindset of entire 

neighborhoods.”  

 



 

 

 


